[Analysis of the investigation activity of the internist from the Public Bid of Employment in Galicia].
The aim of the present study was to assess the investigative activity of the internists. Data were collected from the Public Bid of Employment (PBE) performed in Galicia in 2005, and compared with the rest of medical subspecialities. The results from the PBE related to internal medicine and medical subspecialities are available in the web page of the Galician Service of Health. The following data were studied: speciality, sex, method of attainment of the specialist degree, thesis, and scores obtained in Galician language exam, professional experience, professional report, postgraduate teaching and published scientific papers. Data from 355 specialists were analyzed: 118 (33.2%) were internists, and 237 (66.8%) were medical subspecialists. There were no differences between internal medicine and the rest of subspecialities in terms of sex, method of attainment of the specialist degree, thesis, and scores obtained in Galician language exam, professional experience and postgraduate teaching. Internists presented fewer scientific papers than subspecialists, even when they were classified according to different levels of professional experience. Degrees obtained by the MIR system were associated with more publications (p < 0.001). The attainment of the job was associated to scores obtained in the professional report, professional experience, and published scientific papers (p < 0.001). The obtaining of the job was associated to the accomplishment of the doctoral thesis in the university teaching hospitals (A Coruña, Santiago y Vigo, p < 0.005). The investigative activity of the internists in Galicia is inferior to the rest of the medical subspecialists. It seems necessary to stimulate the internists to developing scientific investigation and to improve those skills of the internal medicine residents.